
RHYTHMS



Rhythm	Theory

“Rhythm	is	the	variation	in	repetition.”
- Marli Huijer

“Rhythms	can	be	defined	as	movements	and	
differences	in	repetition.”
- Henri	Lefebvre



What	is	a	repetition?

In	Music:	Beat	vs.	Rhythm



What	is	a	repetition?

In	Gymnastics:	Succession	of	Movements	vs.	Rhythm



What	is	a	repetition?

In	Daily	Life:	Schedule	vs.	Rhythm



Rhythm	is	
variation	in	repetition	
of	a	specific	order

Then,	what	is	a	rhythm?



CyclicalMovements	+	LinearMovements
Spatial Flows/Actions	+	Temporal Flows/Actions

Natural	+	Cultural
Repetition	+	Difference
Mechanical	+	Organic
Discovery	+	Creation

Clock	time	+	Cosmic	time

Different	Types	of	Rhythms



Cyclical	Movements

Natural	happenings	like	lunar	cycles



Linear	Movements

Human	activities,	like	traffic



Spatial	Flows
Activities,	Movements,	Flows	referred	to	a	specific	space

In	a	market,	the	organization	of	the	stores	defines	the	flows.



Temporal	Flows
Activities,	Movements,	Flows	referred	to	a	specific	time

Rush	hour	is	a	routine	in	which	everybody	become	subjects.



Rhythms	in	a	painting

Rhythm	of	Russian	
Dance,	Theo	van	
Doesburg,	1911



Waves	have	rhythms



Cities	have	rhythms



Rhythm	Intervention
Is	understanding the parameters	that create a	rhythm,	

and then modifying those parameters,	which in	
conclusion will create a	new	rhythm.



Rhythm	Intervention

The	re-arrangement	of	traffic	changes	the rhythm of	vehicles and people
movement,	therefore it can be considered as	a	rhythm intervention.



Rhythm	Intervention

Opening	a	new	Starbucks	in	a	street will change	the
rhythms of	the area…



Rhythm	Intervention

Climate change	modifies the rhythms of	nature,	but	would
it be true to call	it an “intervention”?



Rhythm	and	Data



Rhythm	Variation



Rhythm	Anticipation



Rhythm	Composition



Student	Project	Groups

Rhythm	Findings	&	Representations



Zaanstad 1	Rhythm	Analysis
Wormerveer Town	Square



Zaanstad 1	Rhythm	Analysis
Wormerveer Town	Square,	

Different	Flows

Car	Traffic Bike	Traffic Pedestrian	Traffic



Zaanstad 1	Rhythm	Analysis

Overall	View	of	Rhythms



Zaanstad 2	Rhythm	Analysis
The	Saen Shopping	Center,	Assendelft



Zaanstad 2	Rhythm	Analysis
The	Saen Shopping	Center,	Assendelft



Zaanstad 2	Rhythm	Analysis
The	Saen Shopping	Center,	Assendelft



Rotterdam	Rhythm	Analysis



Rotterdam	Rhythm	Analysis



Rotterdam	Rhythm	Analysis



Rotterdam	Rhythm	Analysis



Den	Haag	Rhythm	Analysis
Actor	Analysis



Den	Haag	Rhythm	Analysis
Spatial	Analysis	Zwaardvegersgaarde



Den	Haag	Rhythm	Analysis
Rhythms	in	Zwaardvegersgaarde



Den	Haag	Rhythm	Analysis
Rhythms	in	Zwaardvegersgaarde



Helmond	Rhythm	Analysis
Tulpstraat Spatial	Analysis	and	Documentation



Helmond	Rhythm	Analysis

Morning	
Rhythms	
9-10	AM

Afternoon	
Rhythms	
7-8	PM

Tulpstraat Rhythm	Documentation



Helmond	Rhythm	Analysis

Ground	Rhythm	of	Tulpstraat/Beisterveld



Amsterdam	Rhythm	Analysis
Rhythms	of	Single	Mothers	in	Zuidoost



Amsterdam	Rhythm	Analysis
Spatial	Analysis	Holendrecht and	Venserpolder



Amsterdam	Rhythm	Analysis
Opening	Hours	of	Facilities



Amsterdam	Rhythm	Analysis
Rhythms	of	Single	Mothers	in	Zuidoost


